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Introduction

The Format

Creating a Fun Environent

Akarana Golf Club is located just 10km 
from the CBD and is creating a unique 
reputation for its vibrant events for 
members and casual golfers. Creating 
a portfolio of events has been a way to 
freshen things up and respond to their 
member’s feedback who said they were 
interested to try something new that 
would complement the traditional club 
competitions and events.

Beach Party Open Day 
The inspiration behind the Beach Party 
was to create a new experience and it was a 
perfect opportunity to start the year off with a 
bang. Auckland’s summer presented a great 
opportunity to create a beach theme for the 
day. The event was designed to be relaxing 
and informal – the club stripped the dress 
code and encouraged members to abide 
by the compulsory dress theme with many 
coming in singlets, board shorts and playing 
in bare feet.
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The golf included a shotgun start and featured;

• Fun competitions on every hole to provide all participants with an opportunity to win a prize, 
regardless of their ability. This keeps things interesting and exciting no matter how good players 
were scoring.

• Most popular action holes; shortest drive on fairway, closest tee shot to 135 markers, nearest to 
pin, nearest in two and longest drive.

• Prizes for the top three teams.

• Best 3 of 4 Stableford.

• Senior Men’s Gross

• 2 Men’s Stableford Divisions

• Women’s Stableford Division

• Complementary Mai Tai and Food Platter on the completion of players round, all for just the $25 
entry fee.

The golf is half the equation of creating a fantastic day out for members. The other half is creating a 
fun and relaxed environment.

• Organising team set up a marquee to attract spectators to watch the action from the 5th action 
hole.

• The 18th bunker was transformed into a pool - perfect for a dip in the heat of summer.

• Members were helping to create decorations with palm trees lining the clubhouse.

• Team of staff and volunteers ensured the members on-course experience was high quality with 
food and drinks carts keeping everyone happy.

• After the golf finished, the festive spirits continued in the clubhouse during the prizegiving 
supported by a live band for the members to enjoy the evening.



The success of the event was well above 
expectations. It’s created a desire to look 
for more opportunities to create new 
experiences and continue to change 
things up for the better. Members value the 
experience the organising team provided 
which went beyond the golf and enjoyed 

the relaxed atmosphere and they are 
demanding more! Akarana is crafting their 
position in the Auckland market and by 
the number of handshakes and positive 
feedback after the event – the future is 
promising.

Conclusion

Promoting the Event

The Success

Akarana Golf Club designed their poster to evoke a sense of fun, turning up would be a relaxing day, 
a perfect way to get out on the course and socialise with other members. The event was promoted 
to a database of over 1,000 and posters were used throughout the clubhouse, with Facebook used to 
promote it to their online audience. 

• 130 members turned up to play in the event which was the maximum. 

• Revenue generated was two times over what is usually achieved over the weekend. 

• Interaction between young and older members who do not always get the opportunity to play 
together and get to know each other. This contributes to the strong club culture. 

• Created interest amongst existing members and others who have seen and heard about the event. 
A promotional video has over 20,000 views on Facebook which has been free advertising and 
great exposure for the club. 

• The positive experience has created interest for similar events, with members showing a 
willingness to participate in events that complement the traditional club competitions.  

• Mixed teams ensured a higher number of women participated in the event. 

• Verbal feedback from members who participated were overwhelmingly positive; especially 
amongst longstanding members who were slightly apprehensive towards change. 

• “It was the best day I’ve ever had at the club”.


